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our apprehensions appears, amazing in its survival,
the conception of the diabolical origin of man. The
son of Satan, man incarnates evil. To restrain
his wicked nature, it must be lulled to sleep by
decoctions of sublime abnegation. Because he
has been seen coercing the weak, it has been
concluded that his " nature " demands the exercise
of tyranny over his fellow-beings; because he has
been found treacherous and given to lying, it has
been inferred that he is born for cunning or
falsehood. The facts proven have doubtless been
true, but their interpretation has been in every
respect false.

In reality, man loves, seeks, and lives only
through and for happiness.

Transform his sensibility, improve his feelings
and, instead of doing evil, he will live for good,
which then becomes one of the essential conditions
of his happiness.

Maine de Biran has given utterance to this
profound observation1: "Give to the strong
being a feeling of sympathy and love, and instead
of oppressing the weak his relative power will
henceforth be exercised only in their support."

We preach to man the sacrifice of his own person
in behalf of the species, and he does not cease to

1 Foundations of Morality and Religion.